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anfwering this Purpofe, there may be alfo fome of- 
fenfive or ufeful Qualities annexed, it may. not be 
amiis perhaps to review fome Part of the Materia 
medica for this End. 

I fhall add, that, befides this extraordinary Power 
in preferving Bodies, I have difeover'd in fome of 
thefe Subftances a fweetening or corre&ing Quality 
after Putrefaction had actually begun. But thefe Ex¬ 
periments I fliall lay before the Society fome other 
time; with a Table of the comparative Forccof Salts, 
and fome further Remarks on the fame Subject. 

N. B. Thefe Experiments will be continued in the 
next Number of thefe Tranfaciions. 


XVI. An attempt to explain an antientGreek 
infcription y ingraven upon a curious bronze 
cup with two handles , andpublijhed with a 
draught of the cup by Dr. Pococke, in his 
Defcriptton of the Eaft, Vol. II. Part 2. 
pag. 207. By John Ward, Pr.Rhet. Grejh . 
and F. R. S. 

Read ]line 287 1 , | , ahE diameter of the cup on the in- 
S 7S 0 ' fide is about thirteen inches and a 

half, as near as I could take it from a copy of the 
infeription, which is placed round the upper fide 
of the rim. A draught of which is hereunto an¬ 
nexed, reduced to about two thirds of the fize ( 1 ) ; 

and 


(x) See Tab. II. Fig. 3. 
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and may alfo be feen in Dr. Pococke , with only 
this difference, that the characters on the cup are not 
cut in continued lines, as in the doctor’s plate, but 
confift of feparate points placed in the form of let¬ 
ters, as here represented. Letters exprdTed in this 
manner appear upon Several antient coins j and may 
like wife be feen in the Silver plates, found not long 
farce in Hertfordjhire , and published in thefe Tranf 
affions (i). As to the circular form of the inscri¬ 
ption, we read in Paufanias of an inftance not very 
much unlike this. Iphitus king of Elis is Said to 
have reflorcd the Olympic games, during which all 
hoftilities ceafed among the Several ftates of Pelo- 
ponnefus. Throwing the difeus or quoit was one of 
the exercifes performed in thofe games, and the 
difeus of Iphitus was depofited in the temple of 
Juno at Olympia'-, upon which the ceffation of arms, 
always obferved at that folemnity, being ingraved 
was then publicly read. Which infeription, as the 
hiftorian obferves, was not cut in ftrait lines, but in 
the form of a circle. Tho whether the letters were 
placed on the face of the difeus , or upon the edge, 
like fome modern coins, is not exprefly faid. The 
words are thefe : TocJt rv [ex.e%eigiav] a’x Is sidhls Z%a 
yeyQct.iJLfJLtvYiv, ctAAa h stiixAa cfiiuct Tregteuriv tirl 
tw S'itry.u ret ypccpfJLa. t<x. That is : Hae [inductee] 
non reblo verjuum or dine funt inferiptae, fed liter is 
in difeo orbem ambientibus ( 2 ). 

But 


(1) Num. 4.7 6. 

(2) Paufanias , Lib . v % c. 20. f. 427. ed* Lipf. 1626. Where Pet 
Faber for ki IvQOs reads is Agonift. Lib, n, c,z6. 
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But I return to the infcriptlon on the cup, which, 
as 1 apprehend, may be thus read in the common 
Greek characters. 

M N A 

BA2IAET2 MI0PAAATH2 ETnATOP 
T0I2 ENTOS TOT TTMNA 2 IOT ETnAT0Pi2TAIZ 
rr<E>A vel rOT$A AIAHOZE. 

In Latin thus: 

Monumentum dedit 

Rex Mithradates Eupator Eupatoridis 
ingymnajio [vel intra gymndjiurri] 

Gypha [vel Gup ha] fervavit. 

I. The letters mna Hand by themfelves over the 
reft, which arc placed below them in the form of a cir¬ 
cle ; which circle is made up of the four fegments here 
put one under another, when united in one orbicular 
line. And the firuation of thefe three letters in the 
annexed draught fhews, over what words of the cir¬ 
cular part they are placed. All the words from 
BA 2 IAET 2 to ETITAT0PI2Taiz take in above half the 
circumference of the rim of the cup; and the divi- 
fion of this laft word was occalioncd, as I fuppofe, 
by one of the handles being fixed there. The two 
laft words Hand at a confidcrable diftancc from the 
reft, on the remaining part of the rim. 

II. If thofe three letters above the reft are not a 

date, they may, as I conjecture, ftand for wov 

J'mkc for &'cone, without the augment. Where the 
word fAvnfx.6cruvov feems to be ufed in the fame fenfc, 
as we meet with it in Catullus, when he fa is, Verum 
ejl y.vnfAocvvov met fodalis (i). 

III. 


(i) Epigram, d^Afiniura 
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HI. In the circular line Mi^a/'aW is put for 
MfyifctTw, as his name is'ufually writen. And To 
it is fpelt in two other inferiptions, both found by 
Sfon in the ifle of ‘Delos, at a confidcrablc diftancc 
from each oiher, and publifhcd in his Voyage d’Italie 
etc (i). The like fpdling may alfo be l'cen both on 
the coins of this prince ( 2 ), and in the edition of 
Tacitus publiihed by Lipfius. Thefe inferiptions 
were cut on the remaining pedeftals of two ftatues, 
which had formerly been placed there, one in ho¬ 
nour of Mithridates Euergetes the father of this 
prince, and the other of himfclf. I fhall here tran- 
ieribe them both, as they will ferve to illuftrate that 
on the cup. The former runs thus: 

BASIAEftS MI0PAAATOT 
ETEPTETOT 2EAETKO? 

MAPA0ONIO5 T T M N A 
SIAPXfiN. 

In Latin: 

Regis Mithradatis Euergetae Seleucus 
Marat konius gymnafio praefeclus 
ftatuam pofuit. 

The latter is as follows: 


BASIAEOS MI0PAAATOT ET 

iiatopos etttx.tot 

MI0PAAATOT ETEPTETOT 

AIONT2IOS NES.NOS 

A0HNAIOS rTMNASIAPXH 
SAS ANE0HKEN. 

In Latin; 


Regis 


( 1 ) Tom. in. fag. 8 6. 

( 2 ) Numifm, Ftmbroch. Far. u. tab. 66. 

Rrr 
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Regis Mithradatis Eupatoris Eutych .. filii Mi¬ 
thradatis Euergvtae Dionyjtus Nef. .ms Athe- 
nienjis gymnafio praefeffus pofuit flatuam. 

It appears highly probable by thefe infcriptions, 
that there was a gymnafium (i), or college, at that 
time in 'Delos. And the fame writer obferves, that 
near to fhe former he found eleven pillars Handing 
without chapiters, and others lying on the ground. 
At which place, as he fais, the inhabitants of the 
neighbouring iflcs (for Delos was then uninhabited) 
have a tradition, that a college antiently flood; and 
he further adds, that the corfairs ftill continue to 
call this ifland by the name of Thefcheols (2). And 
therefore it is not improbable, that this cup, which 
fome years lince was found in the port of Antium , 
and (as Dr. Tococke fais) is now placed among the 
antiquities of the capitol at Rome, might formerly 
have beeu brought from that ifland: and the name 
Eupatoridae given to thofe of the college, in honour 
of this king Mithridates, their benefa&or; who 
fcems to have been pleafed with the name Eupator , 
afcribcd to him in the latter infcription, fince he 
built a city in Raphlagonia , which he called Eupa- 
toria , as we are told by Rimy (3) and Appian (4). 
By the latter of whom we learn, alfo, that he was 


(1) By the word gymnafium among the Greeks was meant a num¬ 
ber of contiguous buildings, with portico’s and open walks, fq djj& 
pofed as to be fitted, fome for bodily exercifes* and others for the 
tVudy of the liberal arts and fcicnces. 

( 2 ) Tom, I. fag, 177 . 
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fond of fine ornaments, and elegant furniture } and 
had made a vaft colle&ion of them, of which vafes 
were always efteemed a confiderable part (i). The 
imperfect word etttx. which follows Eupatoris in 
the fame infeription, may perhaps hand for etttxots, 
Eutychis, or Felicts ; as that word occurs at length 
in another infeription difeovered by Spon in the fame 
ifland, of which the two names aiontsiot etttxot 
then only remained (2). Tho indeed I have not met 
with that name elfewhere aferibed to Mithridates 
notwithftanding Cicero mentions a large catalogue 
of extravagant titles, which had been heaped upon 
him by his flatterers. Mitkridatem, fais he, Deum , 
ilium Patrem, ilium Confervatorem AJtae, ilium 
Euium, Nyjium, Bacchum, Liberum nominabant (3). 
But yet it is poflible, that the title Entyches might 
have been given him, on account of his great fuc- 
cefs in war .for many years. As Sylla afterwards af- 
fumed that of Felix, for the like reafon; and upon 
his triumph at Rome, for his vi&ory over that po¬ 
werful prince, had alfo his other titles of ConJ'ervator 
and Pater aferibed to him, as we are told by Plttr 
tarch (4). Thefc inferiptions give us alfo the names 
of two prefidents of that college,, the former of whom 
is called Seleucus of Marathon ; and the latter Dio- 
Ttyfius of Athens , who might poffibly have taken 

the 


(1) 'Rom. Hifi. pag. 251. ed^Slepb. 

(2) Tom. hi. pag. 87. 

(3) Pro Place. c. 25. 

(4) fat. Syll. Tom. y. p. 8 65. ed. Stcpk. See iikewife Flgkii 
Ahmai. adA.U. 672. 


fUr 2 
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the name Dionyftus from his patron Mitbridates , who 
befides the name Eupator aflumed alfo that ofDio- 
nyfus as the fame author relates (i). But the fecond 
name of this latter prefident Nef.... nus being im¬ 
perfect, I am at a lofs how to fill it up. 

IV. The letters next following ’Evjrxhug upon the 
cup I take to (land for ro?s trios s tho they are ftrangely 
confufed, by rcafon of a miftake, which ieems to 
have been made at firft in writing the infeription. 
In the word yvjxvcocrl* the two letters ra. are united 
in one character. And as to the exprellion trios 
yvjxvctcrlv, which here refers to place, and not to time, 
as it more ufually does; Hefychius has, hrls rZ 
ccofjialoi ; x Pha r vorinus y trios oixias ; and Apollonius 
Rhodius, as cited by H. Steph. trios d<reos. And in 
the word ’Eu7ra]og>/<rai£, the letters ar are put for 
<F, and £ for s. 

V. Of the two laft words upon the cup, which 

(as has been obferved) ftand feparate from the reft, 
the former is.a proper name } but whether the firft; 
character in it was defigned only for a r, or a com¬ 
bination of the two letters TO, I am not certain. 
In the following word without the augment, 

for f is put for a ; and likewife £, as in the 

preceding word ’EuTalojio-Txt £. I fhould have been 
led to imagine, that Gypha, or Gup ha, might be 
the name of the fculptor, and <Tjafco£e ftand for 
/ie|o(T*, exfculpjit or perfculpjit ; it being a common 
pra&ice for artifts to fet their own names to their 
works j had it not appeared an objection to this, 


(») Hid. fag. 250. See alfo Pit it. Sjmpof. L. I. j. 6. 
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that the infcription is no better executed; and like- 
wife that neither the form, nor combination, of the 
letters feems to fuit with the age of Mithridates . 
1 am therefore inclined to think, that the cup did 
not come into the hands of this perfon till a conft- 
dcrable time afterwards ; who feems to have been 
no great feribe, but was willing however to pre- 
ferve both the memory of fo curious a vafe, and his 
own as the poflefl'or of it. 

As the feveral variations from the common man¬ 
ner of fpclling, which occur in this infcription, are 
to be met with in Greek writers,- 1 fhall trouble 
this Aflcmbly with no further remarks upon them, 
than juft to obferve, that Lucian in his humorous 
difeourfe, intitled Judicium vocalium, complains, 
that among many other innovations, which had then 
crept into the language, t had invaded the place of 
S, and both £ and £ that of <r. 

Thus I have attempted to offer my thoughts upon 
this intricate infcription, and explain it in fuch a 
manner, as appeared to me the mod probable, from 
a copy of it, communicated to me fome years fince 
by Smart Lithieullier efquire, a worthy member of 
this Society, who had it from Father Revi/las a* 
Rome. 


C. C. Sept. 15. 
*749- 


John Ward. 


Tojifeript. 

Spon was at Lelos'm the month oiAugujl 1675, 
when he copied the two inferiptions mentioned above. 
But it feems to be owing to the fmallnefs of his 
page, that the former of them is printed in four lines; 

4 for 
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for Wheeler , who took it at the fame time, brings 
it into three, in the following manner: 

BASIAE02 (') MI0PAAATOT 
ETEPTETOr 2EAEXK02 
MAPA0ONIOS rrMNAsr apxhn(*). 

Tournefort , who was there in October 1700, con¬ 
firms this draught of Wheeler, as to the form of it i 
and fais, the infcription was cut upon a fquare pe- 
deftal, two feet five inches high, and two feet one 
inch broad. And as part of it was defaced at the 
begining of the lines, I have here tranfcribed the 
copy publifhed by him, of what then remained. 

.XT© P A A A T O X 

.2EAETKOS 

.2 TTMNASI APXflN (») 

But T)r. Anthony Askew, a worthy member of 
this Society, who was there in OAober 1747, tho 
he found the pedeftal pretty much broken, in th.e 
manner deferibed by Tournefort ; yet obferved more 
letters of the infcription then remaining, than are 
given us by him. The difference will appear by 
the following copy, with which the Doftor was 
pleafed to oblige me out of his large and curious 
collection of inferiptions, and other valuable anti¬ 
quities : 

.2 MI0PAAATOX 

.OX 2EAEXKOS 

.2 TTMNA2IAPxnN r . 

The 


(1) The O in this word feems to be a miftake in the print for 

(2) Travelr, fag. 56. 

( 3 ) Vojage du Levant^ Ton, I, fag. 257.- a Parte 1717. qu, 
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The latter infcription mentioned above, as ere&ed 
in honour of Mithridates Eupator , was found, as 
Spon informs us, upon a round bafls, at a great di- 
itance from the other. It is likewife taken notice of 
by Wheeler y tho he has given no draught of it. But 
Tournefort fuppofes it to have been gon, before he 
was there; becaufe, upon fearching for it, he could 
not find it. Which indeed is not to be wondered at; 
fince we are told by Spon, that Delos being intirely 
in ruins, and without any inhabitants, the antient 
remains, being of Tartan marble, are frequently 
carried away by ftrangers, either for curiofity or ufe. 

However Tournefort difcovered part of another 
pedeftal, in the fhape of a cylinder, not far from the 
former of the two already mention’d. It lay half 
buried in the fand, but being opened and wafhed, 
an imperfect infcription was found upon it. The 
remaining words of which are thefe: 


B A 21A E n 2 NIKOMHA.. 

TOT ETrONOT (*) BASIAEtiS 
NIKOMEAOT (*) EniiANOT 
.... KOTPIAH 2 ( 1 2 3 ) AIO2KOPIA0T 
P AMKOTSIOS FTMNA2IAPXO . - 

In Latin thus: 

Regis 


(1) lam obliged likewife to Dr. Askew for a copy of this infcri- 
gtion, taken by himfelf; by which it appears, that T in this word is 
a miftake for r 3 as the Doctor has writen it. 

(2) The E in this word is alfo a miftake for H, as it is writen 
in the firft line here> and by Dr. Askew in both places. 

(3) {take this to be the fame name as the following; the middle 
Syllable of which is ufually writen with O, but fometimes with O T, 
See Grut . fag. Lxxxvr num . 2. 
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Regis Nicomedis nepotis regis Nicomedis Epiphanis 
\Diofcorides THofcoridts Ramnujius praefeElus 
gymnajto ftatuam pofuit. 

King Nicomedes, to whofe honour this infcription 
waserefted, is here called ’’iyyov®-*, that is grand - 
fort , of Nicomedes Epiphanes king of Bithyn'ta. 
Which feems to confirm the account of Appian, 
who gives the name Nicomedes to the three laft 
Bithynian kings. The firft: of whom being, as he 
fais, the fon of Erufias (and here ftiled Epiphanes ) 
was fucceded firft by his fon Nicomedes Bhilopator, 
and then by his grandl'on, whom he calls barely 
Nicomedes , without fubjoining any cognomen , agre- 
ably to this infcription. And he further adds, that 
it was this laft, who left his kingdom to the Roman 
people by his will (i). Which bequeft was made in 
the year of the city 679, and was foon followed by 
their third and laft war with MithridatesEupator (2). 
Some have fuppofed this account of Appian to be 
erroneous, through a miftake in the copies; becaufe 
other writers generally mention but one Bithynian 
king, as fucceflbr to Nicomedes Epiphanes, who was 
alfo named Nicomedes, made the Roman ftate his 
heir, and has been taken for his fon (3). But the 
infcription, by calling this latter the grandfon of the 
former, as Appian does, corroborates his account j 
who likewife fais exprefly, that his fon Bhilopator 

was 


(1) Rom. Hifi. fag. 175, ed. Sttpb. 

(2) Pigb. Annal. Rom. 

(;) See Vaillant, Achtmtntd. tmper. Tom. II. fag. 345, 354. 
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was confirmed in his father’s kingdom by a decree of 
the Roman fen ate (i). 

I thought it proper to take notice of this inferi- 
ption, not only as it feems to clear up the fucccflion 
of the Bithynian kings; but like wile as it contains 
the name of a third prefident of the college in 
Delos , and Ihews the regard that was paid to it by 
the princes of different countries in AJia . 

J.w. 


XVII. A Letter from Mr, Henry Baker 
F. R. S. to the Prefident, containing Ab- 
JlraEis oj feveral Obfervations of Aurorse 
Boreales lately feen. 


SIR, 

7<vwjune28,/^\ N Monday the 23d of January Iaft, 
> 75 °- feme unufual Appearances were ob- 

ferved in the Sky, at London , and the Towns about 

it. 


(i) Vat Ilan t has given us the impreiTion of an head upon a fiver 
tetr,.drachm, v/i h this title placed over it, Nicowedei Epbkauet rex 
Nicomediae; whom he takes to have been the grandfather of Pru- 
Jtas: Achemencd. imp. Tom. If. p. 30+. And Dr. Mead has fuch a 
co o in his collection with theft words on the reverie, BASIAEO.5 
Eril^ANOTi MhOMHAOrs. Where Epiphanis the cognomen 
Bands fn it, as it fomci imr cuts in antient writers: Cic. Orat. c. 27. 
An impreflion a! Pi of a iimiiar coin, with the head on one fde, and ;hc 
iamc legend on the other, m.y he Urn a (non? the Nnuifrata Pern- 
kroeb. Par. II. tab.Gy. But VaiUant fais, ilnt ''v lud not me r v i h 
any coin, which had on it the head of Ni.omedcs Epipbauet the 
ion of Prujtat, to whom the infeription refers, which is cut cr. the 
Pcone. Ubi JupTa } pag, 355, 

Sff 
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